
 

 

 
 
 
24 April 2019 
 
 
The Hon Rob Stokes MP 
NSW Minister for Planning 
Parliament of New South Wales 
52 Martin Place 
SYDNEY  NSW  2000 
 
 
 
Dear Minister Stokes, 
 

Re: Request to amend the State Environmental Planning Policy (Educational 
Establishments and Child Care Facilities) (SEPP) so as to enable  

local governments to reject any new childcare service approvals next to brothels 
 
Firstly, congratulations again on being re-appointed as the NSW Minister for Planning. 
 
It has come to our attention that the NSW Government as a whole may be in need of revising its 
risk assessment processes for the consideration of future childcare services with a view of 
refusal should it be sited next to or near an existing operating brothel. 
 
In the example of the then new childcare service in 2017 at 41-43 Dickson Avenue, Artarmon 
NSW, our Government Information (Public Access) application (see attached) appear to confirm 
that no risk assessment was conducted by the NSW Department of Education during the 
consideration for its approval. 
 
Moreover, Willoughby Council’s Independent Hearing and Assessment Panel deemed the new 
childcare service’s development application to not be of any effective risk subject to conditions. 
This is despite the brothel itself lodging its objections to the then proposal for a new childcare 
service at this site. 
 
And since the introduction of the State Environmental Planning Policy (Educational 
Establishments and Child Care Facilities) in August 2017, the Australian Childcare Alliance 
(ACA) NSW fears that there are even lesser powers for regulators to prevent the above 
situation from occurring again in the future. 
 
Would you kindly provide your response to this example with a view of what your NSW 
Department of Planning would do with respect to the SEPP to ensure that this scenario will 
never repeat itself in the future? 
 
We look forward to your response. And thank you in anticipation. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Chiang Lim 
CEO 
 
encl Copy of NSW Department of Education’s response to ACA NSW’s GIPA application 
 Copy of Willoughby Council’s response to ACA NSW’s GIPA application 
 
cc The Hon Sarah Mitchell MLC, NSW Minister for Education and Early Childhood  

Learning 


