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PARLIAMENTARY BRIEF (FED) 
Universal Access Funding beyond December 2017 (21 February 2017)  

 

What is Universal Access? 

 Universal Access to early childhood education ensures that a quality early childhood 
education program is available for all financially and/or socially disadvantaged children in 
the year before school who currently are not enrolled in an early childhood education 
program for a minimum of 15 hours per week.  

 The program is delivered by university qualified Early Childhood Teachers for a minimum of 
15 hours per week over 40 weeks per year in order to raise participation levels and more 
hours of exposure to pre-school education. 
 

What is the Problem: 

 According to the NSW Department of Education, NSW is being penalised by the 
Commonwealth for not achieving minimum targets relative to other states and territories, 
therefore Universal Access funding has been reduced. 

 The NSW Government has also said that it has been forced to top up Universal Access 
funding as a response to a lack of funding from the Commonwealth.  

 Consequently, there was an appearance that the NSW Government was demonstrating bias 
towards the not-for-profit service providers in terms of the distribution of Universal Access 
funding, even though privately owned day care centres collectively have the largest number 
of enrolments.  

 Rules relating to the implementation of Universal Access funding distribution for long day 
care centres are still in the drafting process despite the not-for-profit funding is already 
underway.  

 With the last announcement by the Federal Government on 25 February 2016, and without 
known rules about the distribution of the remaining funds for long day care, there is 
significant concern about the future of Universal Access funding post December 2017 and 
whether the intended goals would ever be achieved.  
 

Current ACA NSW Activities:  

 ACA NSW is consulting members and non-members to create a multi-faceted perspective on 
this issue.  

 ACA NSW will be providing information regarding how to apply for Universal Access funding 
as soon as rules are finalised.  

 ACA NSW is a member of the NSW Department of Education’s Early Childhood Education 
Advisory Group contributing our advice for a fair and timely distribution of Universal Access 
funds.  

 

Assistance sought by ACA NSW: 

 Access to documents that demonstrate why NSW is being penalised compared to other 
states. 

 Assistance to aid the NSW Government to treat all service providers fairly, regardless of type 
of care provided.  

 ACA NSW implores the NSW Government to implement its own recommendation in the 
Brennan Report that funding should be on a per child basis rather than service type basis. 
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About the Australian Childcare Alliance (ACA) NSW: 

 ACA NSW is the peak body for privately owned early childhood education and care services 
in NSW. 

 ACA NSW is registered as an industrial relations organisation with the NSW Industrial 
Relations Commission. 

 ACA NSW members collectively represent approximately 1,000 long daycare services and 
supporting over 100,000 families. 

 ACA NSW provides advocacy, policy and regulatory support and advice, member services 
and professional development for members across the state. 

 ACA NSW is a member of the Australian Childcare Alliance alongside sister-state-bodies in 
Victoria, Queensland, South Australia and Western Australia.  

 

How to contact ACA NSW: 

 Dial 1300 556 330. 

 E-mail nsw@childcarealliance.org.au. 

 Visit 19 Fennell Street, Parramatta NSW 2150. 

 For any further information, please visit www.nsw.childcarealliance.org.au.  
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