E-mail address of your local NSW Member of Parliament can be found via https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/members-and-electorates/members-and-ministers/all-members?sort=metalastName&f.House%7ChouseName=Legislative+Assembly
If you do not know who your local NSW Member of Parliament is, please visit
https://elections.nsw.gov.au/elections/find-my-electorate 

Subject: Can you help us stop the up to 1,000% fee increase by the NSW Early Learning Commission?
Dear <<name of your local NSW MP>>,
During a cost-of-living crisis, do you believe an up to 1,000% increase in costs is justifiable?
This is what we as NSW-based early childhood education and care services are facing due to the decision by the new NSW Early Learning Commission.

https://www.acecqa.gov.au/resources/applications/indexation-of-fees/indexed-fees-nsw-and-vic 

Our peak body, the Australian Childcare Alliance (ACA) NSW, did seek clarification from the NSW Early Learning Commission, asking two very simple questions:

1. How did the NSW Early Learning Commission calculate the need to increase fees by up to 1,000%?

2. What will the NSW Early Learning Commission be spending such increased revenue on?

Yet, despite six separate requests from the NSW Early Learning Commission seeking more time to answer, this NSW Regulatory Authority ultimately refused to answer, giving effectively a “the information is confidential and thus cannot be shared” type of response. Their heavily redacted response is available via: 

https://nsw.childcarealliance.org.au/refusal-to-release-underlying-information-about-service-fee-increases-by-up-to-1-000
ACA NSW has contacted the NSW Information and Privacy Commissioner and the NSW Auditor-General for their considerations and possible assistance.
In the meantime, we wish to express our absolute frustration with the NSW Government for what is an unfair and unfathomable decision. And this decision has also been made alongside the NSW Government’s announcement of ceasing the NSW Start Strong (Program) funding beginning January 2027.

https://nsw.childcarealliance.org.au/news-current/red-alert-have-your-say-about-the-nsw-start-strong-program-funding-ending-in-2027 

The consequences of the NSW Government’s decisions are that NSW-based services will consider if they should/will withdraw from the Federal Government’s Worker Retention Payments grants and imposed fee growth limits (https://nsw.childcarealliance.org.au/news-current/wrp-to-be-extended-to-june-2028).

In other words, services’ withdrawal from the Worker Retention Payments could see fee increases for parents by up to 25%.

If there is anything you can do as our local Member of Parliament, that would be appreciated.

You can contact us on <<service’s telephone number>> and <<service’s e-mail address>> or ACA NSW on 1300 556 330 or nsw@childcarealliance.org.au.

Your local early childhood education and care service provider,

<<name>>

<<name of service>>

